
John Newton Porter 

1839-1863 

The b r o t h e r of Rosanna P o r t e r Thorpe, my great-grandmother, 
was born I n Hampden, Maine. Great-great uncle P o r t e r l i v e d i n 
Belmont, N.Y. v/hen he e n l i s t e d f o r 3 years duty. He had p r e v i o u s l y 
worked i n F r a n k l i n , Pa. i n lumbering and made a t r i p through N. East 
i n the f a l l o f i860 by t r a i n . 

He p a r t i c i p a t e d i n two or more major b a t t l e s i n c l u d i n g Chan-
c e l l o r s v i l l e and Gettysburg. A d i s p a t c h was sent h i s s i s t e r . 
Ju l y 20th, 1863 t e l l i n g how he had been captured J u l y 1 and per­
haps may be i n I n d i a n a p o l i s . He was probably a casu a l t y of 
pr i s o n e r l i f e . 

P o r t e r was i n Co. H. 154th New York State Volunteers and 
served i n MaJ. General 0. 0. Howard's X I Corps. 

I n Oct. 1862 he was a t '^Arlington Heights" the Lee home ( o r 
v/hat i s now A r l i n g t o n N a t i o n a l Cemetery) w i t h i n s i g h t of the 
C a p i t o l . " I n March '63 near S t a f f o r d C.H., Va. I n May describes 
C h a n c e l l o r s v i l l e as "the worst f i x I ever was i n . " Jan. 17j '63 
was near Fredericksburg working on pontoon bridges across the 
Rappaharmock. I n Nov. 62 was i n Sige l s Corps and Steinwehr'b 
D i v i s i o n . 

Uncle John s t a r t e d from Jamestown, N.Y. one of 945 men. 
( B a t t l e of Fredericksburg Dec. '62. May have been i n i t a l s o ) 


